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What is QuAlity of Life?
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What makes Hong Kong so special?



Huntington, IN  Image by Seth Edward

Beauty is not just in large exotic places
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It’s about opportunity



A Full Production
Putting together a hit theater piece

Creating mood and memory



the city as stage

NEED A PLOT

ACTORS

STAGE

SET

AUDIENCE

ORCHESTRA

SUPPORT INFRASTRUCTURE



THE ART is that OF living 
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What is Quality of Life?

to people



jobs

Education

Health

Culture

Services

Connectivity

Natural Beauty



Fun



FortWayne



Health



Over 20 Years



17 % reported not having Health care coverage

Only 79 % have some Health care coverage

Related to food quality + intake + activity



CDC is recommending a fundamental lifestyle change



Healthy communities 

CDC recommendations
•Mixed land use and more land density to shorten distances 

between homes, workplaces, schools and recreation

•Transportation alternatives including bicycle trails, 

sidewalks and mass transit

•Affordable housing so that people of all income levels can 

afford to live in healthy communities

•Town centers close to where people live so they can walk 

or bike to shopping, everyday errands, places of worship 

and social activities

•Greenspace, trails and parks to provide more opportunities 

for contact with nature.



jobs
WHAT WILL BE THE IMPACT OF ENERGY PRICES 

ON JOBS?



Culture
CHANGE MUST BE WITHIN THE CULTURE OF THE 

PLACE?



Services
What kind of Services?

Medical

Municipal

Home/neighborhood support



Connectivity

Physical:

Sidewalks

Bikeways 

Public Spaces ( chance meetings)

Cafe

Restaurants

Libraries

Digital:

Bandwidth 

Access Hubs



Natural Beauty
Indiana was a dense old growth forest reminiscent of the 

Black Forest of Germany
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FUN



SUSTAINABILITY
The most popular definition of sustainability can be traced to a 1987 UN conference. It defined sustainable 

developments as those that "meet present needs without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their needs"(WECD, 1987).

WAIST = FOOD

SYSTEM THINKING









Our recent Past
WW I  - WW II

Brief History of Urban Planning in the US



C. 1900





1980



From the collection of Jeffrey 

Koenker.



















What did we have
Centrality

Density

Cities owned utilities

Neighborhoods

Neighborhood schools

Local Financial Institutions

Closed loop economy

Boutique shopping(small businesses)

Public transportation

Civic space

People Centered Places



Suburbanization
Automobile centered places.



Sprawl
1950-1980

Suburbanization Policies:

1. Interstate Highway system

2. Lending policies

3. Tax code

4. Land use/Flat zoning

5. Inexpensive land outside urban centers



Impact:

1. Isolation

2. Loss of community

3. Unhealthy life styles

4. High dependence on transportation - Cars

5. Pollution

6. Stress

7. Loss of Farm Land

8. Automobile oriented space. Not friendly to humans

9. Extension/Duplication of expensive city services

10. Deterioration of Urban core

11. Loss of Identity

12. consolidation of School systems



New Urbanism
1980-2000



Smart Growth



Return to people centered places



Seaside, Florida 



New Orleans



Fall Creek Place Indianapolis
Tehttp://www.fallcreekplace.com/index.php?module=content&func=view&pid=1xt

Tehttp://www.lawrencevillageatthefort.com/about/Home/def

ault.aspxxt

Fort Harrison, Lawrence Village Indianapolis

Fishers Indiana

http://www.fallcreekplace.com/index.php?module=content&func=view&pid=1xt
http://www.lawrencevillageatthefort.com/about/Home/default.aspxxt
http://www.lawrencevillageatthefort.com/about/Home/default.aspxxt


Intelligent Cities
2000-Present



Energy - Food - Water
+

FUN
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How to Move Forward
Vision .  Leadership .  Courage

+

FUN



If we change this one thing everything will be solved!



Schools are paramount



Good Design is too expensive!



Design is thinking



Design Thinking
“Take a human centered approach” Tim Brown IDEO



Bring Play back
people want to live in fun places



Change by design
human centered places



INTERCONNECTIVITY AND CONVERGENCE

Shared Space

Collaborative

Community

Group

Accessible
(Talent Centered, Open, Affordable, Bandwidth, 

Venture Capital Transportation

Networked)

Design

(integration)

GreenHealthy



“WHY DON’T THEY EAT 

CAKE”



We need more mechanism for above ground 

improvements

Infrastructure development must be expanded to include 

Intelligent development

Increased density

Reduce trip length

Allow for people based transportation for daily life 

Bikeways and sidewalks



What Effect does QL have on 

economic development?
“HUMAN CENTERED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT”



“Do you want the headquarters or the branch office?” Mike 

Hicks, 
Ball State University Economist

Thank You!


